
 

 
DRE Publication #14.93    Afi Y. Wiggins, Ph.D.   
August 2015   
  
  
  

 

 

National Student Clearinghouse 

All 2014 postsecondary enrollment and persistence reporting, at the district and campus levels, used 

data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) on August 15, 2015.  

The NSC is a nonprofit organization that has provided postsecondary degree and enrollment 

verification for more than two decades. Austin Independent School District (AISD) uses both of these 

services. More than 3,600 public and private United States 

http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/
http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/colleges/enrollment_reporting/participating_schools.php
http://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/NSC_COVERAGE.xlsx
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 Records missing date of birth will likely be “not matched.”  

 Records missing the last day of attendance cannot be processed. 

 Incomplete or inaccurate names will likely be “not matched.” Examples of an 

incomplete or inaccurate name include an apostrophe in the name, two last names, 

and a hyphenated name.4 Although one of these inaccuracies may not cause a failed 

match, any combination of these inaccuracies increases the likelihood of a false 

http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/
http://tea.texas.gov/
http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/colleges/studenttracker/
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the most recent “last day of attendance” were retained for submission to NSC.6 Data were then 

linked to the graduate’s file. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. Timing of Relevant PEIMS Submissions to Texas Education Agency 

 PEIMS record 

Submission 100 101 203 400 
October X X X  
January X X  X 

June X X   

 

Data modifications. The campus formerly known as Johnston High School (2002–2003 through 2007–

2008) was repurposed as Eastside Memorial High School in 2008–2009 in accordance with state 

policy for underperforming schools. This campus was then redesigned in 2009–2012 into two 

campuses: Green Tech and Global Tech High Schools on the Eastside Memorial campus. Eastside 

seniors for 2012 graduated from Green Tech High School. NSC uses ACT codes to identify high school 

campuses. The 2008–2009 transition did not result in a change of the ACT code for this campus 

location; however, the 2009–2012 transition did.7 Green Tech and Eastside Memorial High Schools 

were considered the same for reporting to produce consistent trend data. This method was deemed 

appropriate because student composition at this campus did not change when the school was 

                                                                                       
6 All data sources were checked for duplicate records. 
7 When the school incorporated school-wide programmatic changes and transitioned to a science, technology, 
engineering, and math school (STEM) in 2009–2012, a new ACT code was assigned to Green Tech (and to Global 
Tech, although Global did not have any seniors and thus had no graduates). 

Figure 2. Recommended Data Map for Submission to National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) 

 

Step 1. PEIMS 203 

State identifier 
Graduation date 
High School 
name 
 

Step 3. PEIMS 101 

Date of birth 
High School 
name 

LINK 

Data 
submitted 

to NCS 

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/lookuphs.html
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repurposed. 

All graduate records were submitted to NSC regardless of missing data. Any records that could not 

be processed were deleted by NSC and were missing in the returned file. These records were 

identified in the match back as “unprocessed.”  

Data sharing. Data were shared with NSC using the articulated process (i.e., secure file transfer 

protocol). Data files created in SAS Enterprise Guide (SAS-EG) were exported to Excel for sharing. 

Data sharing with NSC is not subject to opt-out omissions. NSC does not use these data for research. 

NSC only uses the data for standard reporting back to the district. The reports are not publicly 

available. 

Data Cleaning: Data Returned from NSC – Match Back 

Initial postsecondary enrollment. Data returned to AISD from NSC first were linked to the original data 

file submitted to NSC. Records for enrollment in Summer 2014 only were considered “not matched” 

to align reporting with best practices.8 8





http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
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 At_Least_4_Apps: 0 = less than 4 college applications 1 = greater than or equal to four college 

applications 

 Applied_Coll_ANY: 0 = less than 1 college application, 1 = greater than or equal to 1 college 

application 

 FINAL_FAFSA_Submit: 0 = did not submit the FAFSA, 1 = submitted the FAFSA 

 Summer_Melt_RC: 0 = did not participate in Summer Melt, 1 = participated in Summer Melt 

One of the limitations of using students’ self-reported data is that it only captures what is occurring 

at that moment in time. The number of applications submitted, for example, could have increased 

after the student took the HSES.  

Aspiration gap. Data linked to student responses in the HSES also were used to determine linkages 

between intentions to enroll in college (Intend_Enroll)



http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/library/herndonva.html
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The Ray Marshall Center at the University of Texas (UT) at Austin, LBJ School of Public Affairs, 

prepares an annual report as part of the Student Futures Project. The Ray Marshall Center each year 

has a 

http://raymarshallcenter.org/central-texas-student-futures-project/
http://www.txhighereddata.org/index.cfm?objectId=2783AAA6-ADCB-E35A-5BFC8F501DC1D65A
http://www.txhighereddata.org/index.cfm?objectId=2783AAA6-ADCB-E35A-5BFC8F501DC1D65A

