


High School Exit Survey Highlights, Spring 2017

In 2017, most AISD seniors who were planning to enroll in college in the year after
graduation intended to attend a school within the Austin area. Seniors planned to pur-

sue careers that were consistent with the occupational needs reported by the Greater The career and technical education
(CTE) program at AISD prepares

students to have the academic and
technical skills needed for a college

Austin Chamber of Commerce (June 2017).

Top 3 Postsecondary Institutions Top 3 Career Areas ’

education and/or entry-level work
Austin Community College (35%) Health Sciences (18%) in a career pathway. High school
University of Texas at Austin (10%) Business (12%) students become CTE concentrators
Texas State University (80/0) Engineering (10%) by takmg two or more courses for

three or more credits in a particular
career pathway. Each career path-
way combines technical training
with academics around an industry
theme. AISD high schools ofer
more than 20 CTE career pathways,

College and Career Preparation

About 97% of AISD seniors considered going to college; however, 28% of them had not
started thinking about the possibility until high school. Waiting until the senior year in
high school is often too late to begin preparing for college. Key college preparation
components include: a) a rigorous academic curriculum; b) academic, college, and career
counseling; (c) extracurricular activities; (d) family and community engagement;

e) mentoring; and f) fnancial planning.

Figure 2

Over half of AISD seniors took a course in the area
they planned to study or have a career.

About 65% of AISD seniors met with a counselor and/or college and career advisor dur-
ing their senior year for various reasons. Seniors reported that the college and career
advisors on each high school campus were the primary resources for fnancial aid
assistance. However, 32% of seniors reported that no one helped with the submission of

fnancial aid applications.

Figure 3

College and career advisors on each high school campus were the primary resources for
fnancial aid assistance for college.
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2015 37% 36% 18% 9%
2016 35% 38% 18% 9%
2017 38% 35% 17% 10%
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Other High School Experiences

Students have many demands on their time outside of the school day, and many must nd a balance between work and
school life. Researchers consistently found students who worked long hours had signifcantly lower academic achieve-
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Primary Reasons Students Worked
20 hours or Less than 20
2017 more hours
33% 30%

Did not work To have my own money (53%)
3% To help my family with bills (23%)
To save money for college (19%)
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