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concentrators decreased across the 5-year time period.

Figure 5.
Percentage of CTE Concentrators, by Grade Level

Source. Texas Education Agency’s Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), submission 3, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-
2016, and 2016-2017
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between 1 and 2 percentage points. Economically disadvantaged students might
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English Language Learner Status

The percentage of CTE and non-CTE course takers who were English language learners increased each school year
(Figure 12). However, the percentage of English language learners was significantly lower among CTE course takers than
among their non-CTE peers.

Figure 12.

Percentage of English Language Learners Among CTE and Non-CTE Course Takers
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Special Education
CTE Course Takers

Each year, CTE course takers, compared with non-CTE course takers, included a significantly lower percentage of
students in special education (Figure 14).

Figure 14.
Percentage of Special Education Students Among CTE and Non-CTE Course Takers
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Source. Texas Education Agency’s Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), submission 3, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-
2016, and 2016-2017
Note. Each year, the difference in the percentage of special education students between CTE and non-CTE course takers was significant at p< .01.

CTE Concentrators

Each year, a significantly lower percentage of CTE concentrators were in special education, compared with their non-CTE
peers. The percentage of special education students among CTE concentrators decreased or remained the same every
year (Figure 15). For the district as a whole, the percentage of special education students remained steady.

Figure 15.
Percentage of Special Education Students Among CTE Concentrators and Non-CTE Concentrators
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Source. Texas Education Agency’s Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS), submission 3, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-
2016, and 2016-2017
Note. Each year, the difference in the percentage of special education students between CTE concentrators and their peers was significant at p < .01.

Conclusion

During the last 5 school years, enrollment in CTE courses has steadily increased, as has the number of CTE concentrators.
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Although the interest in CTE programs has increased, differences exist with respect to gender, grade level, race/ethnicity
distributions, and economic status, to name a few variables. Additionally, while differences were seen in trends for
students who take CTE courses and those who do not, larger discrepancies were seen between CTE concentrators and
their non-CTE peers. The explanation for these discrepancies is unknown and beyond the scope of this document;
however, a closer examination of why these discrepancies exist is recommended.
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