District-Wide Surveys Background

District-wide surveys are used in a variety of ways around the district. District-wide
surveys are often used as a means to monitor working and learning conditions, in the
district strategic plan scorecard, and as an outcome measure for district programs and
initiatives. Additionally, these surveys are designed to collect feedback from some of the
main district stakeholders: staff, students, and families. Annually, campus-based staff are
asked to respond to the Teaching, Engaging, Leading, and Learning (TELL) Survey,
students are asked to respond to the Student Climate Survey, and families of students in
Austin Independent School District (AISD) are asked to respond to the Family Survey.
These surveys provide rich data for the district to aid in decision-making processes, as
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Related to the SEL items, families’ perception of their children having the opportunity to learn SEL skills was lowest at
the high school level, with students’ perceptions of using SEL techniques relatively stable across levels. Staff appeared
to report that principals treat students and staff in a way that models SEL more often than staff perceived that their
fellow staff interact with each other in a way that models SEL. More specifcs for each level for the SEL items are
provided in Figures 2a—d.

Figures 2a—d.

While item means were similar for the four items across levels and for the district overall, at the high school level,
students were more likely to report that they engaged in SEL techniques than families were likely to perceive that
students learned SEL skills. Staf perceived that their principals modeled SEL more so than they perceived that other staf
modeled SEL.
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Source. 2019 TELL, Student Climate, and Family Surveys

Note. Items were rated on a scale from 1-4. For the TELL and Family Surveys, 1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = agree, and 4 = strongly agree.
For the Student Climate Survey, 1 = never, 2 = a little of the time, 3 = sometimes, and 4 = a lot of the time.

TELL and Student Climate Survey Item Comparisons

For the TELL and Student Climate Surveys, four conceptually similar items were found across surveys. The frst set of
items concerned students following rules of conduct, the second set concerned students’ abilities to achieve
academically, the third set concerned students’ abilities to reach their goals, and the last set concerned perceptions of
using time effciently in class. Table 2 lists the exact survey items.
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Student Climate and Family Survey Iltem Comparisons

For the Student Climate and Family Surveys, several items were compared. The Ffrst set of items concerned whether
the student liked attending school and the second set of items concerned the arts and creativity. Table 4 lists the exact
survey items.

Table 4.
Similar Items Across the Student Climate and Family Surveys

Perceptions often differed between families and students. Regarding feeling that the student liked going to school,
families were more likely to perceive that the child liked going to school than students were likely to report enjoying
going to school. Interestingly, at the secondary level, families were more likely to perceive that their student’s school
was an artsy or creative place than students were to perceive of their school as an artsy or creative place. At the
elementary level, students perceived that their school was more artsy or creative than did families. More detailed
results related to these two items are displayed in Figures 5a—d.

Figures 5a—d.

reported that their child liked going to school more consistently than students reported that they liked going to
school. At the elementary level, students perceived that their school was more artsy/creative than did , but this
relationship was reversed at the secondary levels.

Source. 2019 Family Survey and 2019 Student Climate Survey
Note. Items were rated on a scale froA
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Conclusion

Multiple item concepts are shared across the TELL, Student Climate, and Family Surveys. When exploring responses to
similar items by students, staff, and families, the average responses to these items were similar across stakeholder
groups for each level and for the district overall. Some consistent trends were observed; for example, higher means
were often seen at the elementary levels, and staff tended to endorse items more strongly than did families (Figures 4a
—d). Additionally, the fnding that staff had lower perceptions of safety than did students is interesting, and more
exploration of why this occurs could be warranted.

Overall, these comparisons show where there is alignment in items across three of the major district surveys, as well as
alignment in perceptions by AISD staff, students, and families. While there appear to be several shared items across
these three surveys, greater alignment across these surveys may be worth consideration. Alignment of items, especially
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