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Student Survey Results Summary 

Students’ Thoughts About the Advanced Courses They 

Took in the Career Pathway 

Introduction 

The Career and Technical Education (CTE) Student Survey, administered in 

Spring 2017, was designed to gather students’ feedback about their experiences 

taking the advanced CTE courses offered in their specific career pathway. The 

survey was sent to 4,392 participants; 2,551 students responded to the survey, 

representing a 58% response rate.  

The statistical analysis shows that we can be 95% certain the population 

percentage is within 1.3 percentage points on either side of the sample 

percentage. In other words, responses provided by the sampling of 2,551 

students are representative of the population of 4,392 students. 

Summary of Findings 

Ready for college, career, and life. Research indicates that CTE 

serves as an educational strategy for providing young people with 

the academic and technical knowledge and skills needed for 

college and career entry (Partnership for 21st Century Skills, 

Association for Career and Technical Education, and National Association of 

State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium, 2010). Consistently, 

students who participated in the Austin Independent School District’s (AISD) 

CTE Student Survey highly rated the courses they had taken in their career 

pathway and the opportunities to gain hands-on experiences ready for their 

life, college, and career.   

Quality instruction. More specifically, 89% of respondents 

valued the CTE classroom instruction and recognized that 

teachers were knowledgeable, effective instructors; 84% 

indicated class projects were interesting; and 64% indicated the 

equipment worked well. Students felt what they learned in the career pathway 

met their expectation of learning. Sixty percent of respondents were interested 

in continuing on to the next course.  

Beneficial hands-on experience. Research shows that CTE 

engages students in learning through hands-on activities that 
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