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Students reported GEAR UP facilitators were supportive and caring. All student participants across 

five GEAR UP campuses reported appreciation for their GEAR UP facilitators. Participants reported GEAR 

UP facilitators cared about how they were doing at school and encouraged them to improve. Students 

reported that GEAR UP facilitators offered help with their school work, personal issues, and college visits. Examples of 

students’ comments about their facilitators include:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 College visits were most helpful. Student participants reported college visits were the most helpful GEAR 

UP activity in preparing them for college. Students indicated college visits informed them of college 

options. Through college visits, participants developed a better understanding of college culture.  

Additionally, participants described a wide range of GEAR UP activities, including college visits, high school visits, job 

site visits, classroom activities to explore college and career options, visits from professionals, counseling with GEAR UP 

facilitators, tutoring, book club, and tournaments. Students’ comments about the most helpful GEAR UP activity include:  

 

 

 

 

 

Field trips helped us 

see what there is in 

college, so we can 

decide where we  

should go.  

  

The college visits get you 

used to the climate of 

different colleges. They 

showed you colleges that 

you have not really heard 

of before. 
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APIE tutoring provided academic support for GEAR UP students. Focus group participants who 

participated in APIE tutoring reported APIE tutoring was helpful in increasing their grades. Some 

participants reported the small-group tutoring was effective in helping them understand concepts more 

easily than they could do with whole-class instruction. Examples of participants’ comments about academic 

support APIE tutoring provided include:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career goals contributed to college aspiration. Almost all student participants indicated they planned to       

attend college based on their career goals. Participants described various professions they wanted to pursue, 

including engineering, law, animation, cardiology, business, and law enforcement. Some participants 

indicated that college opened up opportunities for better education, better jobs, and higher pay. Excerpts of 

students’ comments about their college aspirations include:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It helps us. If you 

donɠt understand 

something, you can 

ask them. 

 

I want to be an 

immigration lawyer. 

To be a lawyer, we 

have to go to law 

school.  

 

I always want to be a  

biorobotics engineer.  

I canɠt just learn it 

from high school, but 

Iɠll attend college.   

Because the career I 

want to do in the 

future, you need to 

go to college. College 

has resources there.  

  

You need college to 

get you jobs that pay 

you more, and you 

can focus more on 

things you like. 

 

Help us understand in 

a small group. It is 

easier to understand 

than in the whole 

class.  

When I was failing in  

math in 7th- grade, a tutor 

actually came to help. I 

think my final grade when 

they helped was either A  

or A+.   
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Teachers supported students’ college preparation. Almost all 
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