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Purpose

This report provides an overview of Austin Independent School District’s
(AISD) college readiness outcomes for seniors in the 2015-2016 and 2016—
2017 school years.

Background

College readiness refers to the knowledge and skills a high school graduate
needs to achieve successful college and career outcomes. Students and educa-
tors use multiple assessments to assess college readiness. These assessments
include the ACT, SAT, and Texas Success Initiative (TSI) exams. If students
meet college readiness benchmarks on these assessments, they are likely to
succeed in credit-bearing courses needed for a college degree or program
certifcate without the need for remedial coursework.

How many seniors have taken a college admissions test?

Overall, 88% of AISD seniors took one or more college admissions tests in the
2016—2017 school year, a signifcant increase from the prior year. Participation
on each test (i.e., ACT, SAT, and TSI) also increased signifcantly in 2016—
2017 compared with the prior year. Although test participation was optional,
district staff identifed students who had not taken a college readiness test and
those who took a test and did not meet college readiness criteria and provided
necessary academic and/or procedural supports throughout the school year.
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Figure 2

Although the percentages varied across campuses, the percentages of AISD seniors who
took at least one college admissions test increased in 2017, compared with AISD seniors
in 2016.
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Source. District student enrollment and ACT, SAT, and TSI test records, 2016-2017
Note.



In most instances during the 2016—2017 school year, greater percentages of AISD seniors met the college
readiness benchmarks than did so in the prior school year. The examination of test-taker performance
revealed a signifcantly greater percentage of test-takers meeting college readiness criteria in English
language arts (ELA) in 2016—2017 than in 2015—-2016. The percentages of test takers who met college
readiness criteria in math and across both subjects were about the same year to year.

Figure 3

In most cases, greater percentages of AISD seniors in 2017 met college readiness criteria in each area, compared with the
proportion of AISD seniors in 2016.
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