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Table 2. When do you plan to start going to college,  

university, or career/trade school? 

 
Richards 

2014 

District 
2014 

This summer 0.0% 7.5% 
This fall 100.0% 84.8% 
Next spring 0.0% 8.7% 

 

 

Table 3. What type of institution do you plan to attend  

after high school? 

 
Richards 

2014 
District 

2014 

A 4-year college or university 96.2% 58.2% 
A 2-year college or university 0.0% 12.7% 
A 2-year community college 
and then transfer to a 4-year 
college 

3.9% 32.1% 

A private career or trade 
school 

0.0% 
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Table 5. Select the one area that best fits what you plan to study. 
 

 Richards 
2014 

District 
2014 

Business 13.5% 14.1% 
Health sciences  13.5% 18.1% 
Natural sciences and mathematics 13.5% 6.1% 
Engineering 11.5% 11.7% 
I do not know 11.5% 7.9% 
Social sciences 9.6% 3.3% 
Law, public safety, corrections, and security 7.7% 5.3% 
Visual and performing arts 7.7% 7.4% 
Human services 5.8% 3.2% 
Computer and information sciences 3.9% 5.1% 
Education 3.9% 4.2% 
Communication 1.9% 4.2% 
Agricultural sciences and technologies 0.0% 2.8% 
Architecture 0.0% 1.6% 
Hospitality and tourism 0.0% 1.6% 
Humanities 0.0% 1.9% 
Office skills 0.0% 0.2% 
Trade and industrial 0.0% 1.5% 
Note. The percentages in the first column are presented in descending order.  

Table 6. If you are not planning to pursue further education, what are your primary reasons? (Select all that 
apply.)  

 Reason   
Richards 

2014 
District 

2014 

Financial (e.g., can’t afford to attend school, need income from 
working, etc.) 

0.0% 17.4% 

Academic (e.g., grades/test scores aren’t high enough, don’t feel 
academically prepared for college, etc.) 

0.0% 8.4% 

Personal obligation (e.g., child care or family responsibilities) 0.0% 7.1% 

Personal preference (e.g., don’t like school, career goals do not 
require college, etc.) 

0.0% 23.2% 

Gap year (e.g., want to take some time off from school to do other 
things, but plan to enroll in college after a year) 

0.0% 32.9% 
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Table 10. During high school, to what extent were your parents involved in the following school-related 
activities? 
 

Percentage who responded either sometimes or often Richards 
2014 

District 
2014 

Talking to you about homework 63.5% 68.1% 
Making sure you completed your homework 55.8% 64.6% 
Asking you about what you're learning in school 59.6% 64.6% 
Helping you decide what classes to take 46.2% 55.3% 
Talking to you about how you're doing in your classes 78.8% 79.9% 
Rewarding you when you do well in school 42.3% 57.0% 
Communicating with your teachers (e.g., teacher conferences, email, 
and phone calls) 

44.2% 46.4% 

Attending school meetings  63.5% 44.8% 
Attending school events (e.g., sports, performances) 
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Persistence & Motivation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 13. Seniors were asked to indicate feelings about their persistence, motivation, and interactions with 
teachers.  
 
 

Percentage who responded either sometimes or a
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Table 14a. Please indicate the number of years of high school in which you participated in each of these  

school-affiliated extracurricular activities.  

In school  
Did not 

participate 
1-2 years 3-4 years 

Music 59.6% 11.5% 28.9% 
Theater/drama 75.9% 19.2% 1.9% 
Dance 86.5% 11.5% 1.9% 
Sports 35.3% 25.5% 39.2% 
Academic clubs/UIL competitions 40.4% 19.2% 40.4% 
Speech/debate 73.1% 19.2% 7.7% 
Student government 82.4% 15.7% 2.0% 
Career and technical student organizations 94.2% 5.8% 0.0% 
Note. UIL is University Interscholastic League.  

Table 14b. Please indicate the number of years of high school in which you participated in each of the 

extracurricular activities outside of school.  

Outside of school  
Did not 

participate 
1-2 years 3-4 years 
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“Twenty-first-

http://science.psu.edu/advising/success/learningscience.html/
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
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Table 19. The number of Richards seniors who rated a CTE course fair or  
Poor (by course). Seniors were allowed to select more than one course.  
 

CTE Course 
Richards 

2014 
District 

2014 

Audio/visual production 25.0% 21.7% 

Graphic design or photography 25.0% 15.1% 

Web development 25.0% 15.2% 

Engineering 0.0% 17.9% 

Animation or video game design 0.0% 18.1% 

Note. Some CTE courses may have higher enrollment than others. A higher  
percentage of seniors rating a particular CTE course Fair or Poor may be due  
to the higher enrollment in the course. Therefore, results should not be  
compared between courses. Also note, when data were analyzed, it was  
found that seniors responded to items for CTE courses they had not taken.  
This list includes only courses offered at the campus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 20. Please tell us what it was about the CTE instruction that was fair or poor. 
 

 
Richards 

2014 
District 

2014 

Other 40.0% 15.4% 
The teacher was not an expert in the subject area. 20.0% 30.5% 
Class projects were not interesting. 20.0% 33.1% 
The course was too difficult. 20.0% 18.2% 
The teacher did not explain things in a way that I could understand. 20.0% 29.0% 
The teacher did not respect students’ ideas and suggestions. 20.0% 12.0% 
The teacher did not keep us busy—time was wasted. 0.0% 18.0% 
A lot of time was spent on topics unrelated to the class. 0.0% 14.8% 
The course was too easy. 0.0% 23.6% 
The teacher did not manage classroom discipline well. 0.0% 25.3% 
Also note, the CTE Summary Report lists the reasons AISD seniors rated CTE courses low by course type.

he CTE
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Technology Access and Use 

Table 21. Which of the following describes your computer and Internet access at home? 

Access 
Richards 

2014 
District 

2014 

No computer 1.9% 4.7% 
No computer, but Internet access (e.g., cell phone, iPad, or iTouch) 5.8% 10.0% 
Computer, no Internet 
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Table 24. What grade were you in when you started  

thinking about college as a possibility after high school? 

Grade Richards 
2014 

District 
2014 

9
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Table 27. Indicate whether the following people helped you with or encouraged you in any of the following 

activities (select all that apply). 

Activity Teacher School 
Counselor 

College & 
Career 

Advisor 

None of 
These 

Select courses needed for work or admission to college 32.0% 46.0% 64.0% 20.0% 
Push your academic abilities further (e.g., challenging 
courses, science fair or summer learning, extra credit work) 

78.9% 30.8% 44.2% 7.7% 

Take AP / honors courses 67.3% 48.1% 63.5% 9.6% 
Take dual credit or articulated credit courses 26.0% 20.0% 32.0% 52.0% 
Get information about careers and/or occupations you might 
want to pursue 

46.2% 34.6% 61.5% 13.5% 

Continue your education after high school 75.0% 55.8% 88.5% 1.9% 
Apply to multiple schools 38.5% 32.7% 86.5% 1.9% 
Decide what school to attend 32.7% 23.1% 67.3% 26.9% 
Fill out applications for postsecondary education 32.7% 32.7% 78.9% 3.9% 
Write college application essays or personal statements 69.2% 32.7% 78.9% 5.8% 

 
 
 Table 28. Were your school counselors and/or college and career/Project ADVANCE advisors available to talk 
to you about college and careers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Availability  
School 

Counselor 
College & 

Career Advisor 

Yes, this person was available and I 
talked to him/her. 
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Acronym Key 

The following acronyms are used in the High School Exit Survey summary reports. Where relevant, acronyms 
have a link to an external URL. 
 

Acronym Definition 

ACC Austin Community College 
ACT American College Testing 

AP Advanced Placement 

ASSET American College Testing (ACT) placement exam for students in community/technical 

colleges COMPASS American College Testing (ACT) Computer-adapted Placement Assessment and Support 

Services 

 

EOC End of Course exam 

FAFSA Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

GPA grade point average 

MSA Metropolitan Statistical Area 

PSAT Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 

SAT Scholastic Aptitude Test 

STAAR State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 

TAKS Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 

THEA Texas Higher Education Assessment 

TSTC 

http://www.austincc.edu/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
http://www.act.org/asset/
http://www.act.org/compass/tests/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3302&menu_id=793
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/GPA
http://www.austinchamber.com/austin/live/quick-facts.php
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.austinisd.org/staar
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/
http://www.thea.nesinc.com/
http://www.tstc.edu/frontpage/
http://www.uiltexas.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001126.pdf
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