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About this survey. The 12th 

annual Austin Independent 

School District (AISD) High School 

Exit Survey was administered 

online to seniors in every AISD 

high school during Spring 2014. 

On each campus, Project 

ADVANCE facilitators primarily 

were responsible for ensuring all 

seniors were given the 

opportunity to complete the 

survey. Special education chairs 

at each campus may have 

provided eligible special 

education students with guidance 

and assistance in completing the 

survey.   

This report contains the results 

for Lanier Class of 2014. Where 

available, data are presented 

from previous senior classes to 

compare with previous years’ 

responses. This year, 217 Lanier 

students in the Class of 2014 

completed the survey, for an 

overall response rate of 79.5%.  

The overall response rate for the 

District was 92% (N = 3874). The 

district-level Class of 2014 High 

School Exit Survey Report is 

available online. 

 

Introduction to Results for the Class of 2014 

 The purpose of this survey was to monitor high school students’ 

perceptions of their high school experience. Results are used to 

improve the campus environment and program supports for 

students. Survey results also are used in the monitoring of the 

district’s strategic plan Goal 3: All students will graduate ready for 

college, career, and life in a globally competitive economy. The report 

is organized into the following categories: postsecondary 

aspirations, parental engagement, and support; persistence and 

motivation; extracurricular activities; work and study time; 

instructional quality; technology access and use; postsecondary 

preparation and advising; applications to postsecondary institutions; 

postsecondary financial literacy; acronym key; and references.  

Postsecondary Aspirations, Parental Engagement, & 

Support  

Table 1. By this time next year, what do you plan to be doing? (Select 

all that apply.) 

 
Note. Response options changed in 2014. 

 

 

 Postsecondary plans 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014

http://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dre-surveys/District_High_School_Exit_Survey_2014.pdf
http://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dre-surveys/District_High_School_Exit_Survey_2014.pdf
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Table 2. When do you plan to start going to college, university,  

or career/trade school? 

 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

This summer 10.0% 15.5% 7.5% 
This fall 77.4% 69.5% 84.8% 
Next spring 12.7% 14.9% 8.7% 

 

 

Table 3. What type of institution do you plan to attend  

after high school? 

 
Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

A 4-year college or university 35.6% 58.2% 
A 2-year college or university 25.0% 12.7% 
A 2-year community college 
and then transfer to a 4-year 
college 

43.9% 32.1% 

A private career or trade 
school 
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Table 5. Select the one area that best fits what you plan to study. 
 

 Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Health sciences  18.3% 18.1% 
Engineering 15.6% 11.7% 
Business 10.6% 14.1% 
Computer and information sciences 8.9% 5.1% 
Law, public safety, corrections, and security 7.8% 5.3% 
Agricultural sciences and technologies 6.7% 2.8% 
I do not know 6.7% 7.9% 
Education 6.1% 4.2% 
Trade and industrial 5.6% 1.5% 
Visual and performing arts 5.0% 7.4% 
Communication 2.2% 4.2% 
Human services 2.2% 3.2% 
Hospitality and tourism 1.1% 1.6% 
Social sciences 1.1% 3.3% 
Architecture 0.6% 1.6% 
Humanities 0.6% 1.9% 
Natural sciences and mathematics 0.6% 6.1% 
Office skills 0.6% 0.2% 
Note. The percentages in the first column are presented in descending order.  

Table 6. If you are not planning to pursue further education, what are your primary reasons? (Select all that 
apply.)  

 Reason   
Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

http://www.austinchamber.com/education-talent/job-market/july-2014.php
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Table 10. During high school, to what extent were your parents involved in the following school-related 
activities? 
 

Percentage who responded either sometimes or often Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Talking to you about homework 62.5% 71.9% 68.1% 
Making sure you completed your homework 64.5% 70.7% 64.6% 
Asking you about what you're learning in school 61.7% 67.9% 64.6% 
Helping you decide what classes to take 50.6
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Persistence & Motivation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Table 13. Seniors were asked to indicate feelings about their persistence, motivation, and interactions with 
teachers.  
 
 

Percentage who responded either sometimes or always 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

I can do even the hardest schoolwork if I try. 93.2
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Table 14a. Please indicate the number of years of high school in which you participated in each of these  

school-affiliated extracur
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“Twenty-first-century 

skills" is a term which 

generally refers to 

competencies such as 

collaboration, digital 

literacy, critical thinking, 

and problem-solving 

(Partnership for 21st 

Century Learning, 2011). 

 

This year, the types of 

instruction Lanier 

seniors rated lowest 

were foreign 

language, 

mathematics, and 

computer/technology. 

Table 16. How many hours per week did you typically spend studying, doing research, or completing 

homework assignments outside of class? 

Study time 
 

Percentage who studied 
each week 

Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

None 13.4% 15.4% 10.5% 

1 to 5 hours 53.1% 45.1% 40.4% 
6 to 10 hours 16.1% 20.9% 23.1% 
11 to 15 hours 9.1% 5.6% 11.5% 
16 to 20 hours 2.0% 7.0% 8.1% 
More than 20 hours 6.3% 6.1% 6.4% 

 

Instructional Quality 
 

Table 17. How well did your high school help you to actively develop knowledge  
and skills in the following areas? 
 

Percentage who responded somewhat well or     
very well 

Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Teamwork 95.2% 93.0% 90.8% 
Creative thinking 95.2% 92.6% 90.3% 
Problem solving 95.2% 94.0% 92.7% 
Conflict resolution 93.5% 93.0% 87.6% 
Personal health/fitness 91.6% 89.2% 81.1% 

http://science.psu.edu/advising/success/learningscience.html/
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
http://www.umflint.edu/advising/surviving_college
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Technology Access and Use 

Table 21. Which of the following describes your computer and Internet access at home? 

Access 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

No computer 7.3% 7.4% 4.7% 
No computer, but Internet access (e.g., cell phone, iPad, or iTouch) 17.2% 17.7% 10.0% 
Computer, no Internet 9.4% 5.6% 4.1% 
Computer with Internet access 66.1% 69.3% 81.2% 

Table 22. Have you ever used Naviance/Family Connection for the following activities? 

Percentage answering yes 
Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Class rank and GPA inquiry  77.6% 84.2% 
College search 63.9% 72.6% 
Counselor-directed activities (e.g., Personality Type 
Questionnaire or Explore Careers) 

61.6% 65.1% 

Career exploration 52.1% 50.5% 
College visit sign up 45.9% 
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Table 27. Indicate whether the following people helped you with or encouraged you in any of the following 

activities (select all that apply). 

Activity Teacher School 
Counselor 

College & 
Career 

Advisor 

None of 
These 

Select courses needed for work or admission to college 18.6% 36.7% 58.1% 16.7% 
Push your academic abilities further (e.g., challenging 
courses, science fair or summer learning, extra credit work) 

53.9% 34.6% 31.7% 15.4% 

Take AP / honors courses 37.6% 36.7% 21.0% 28.6% 
Take dual credit or articulated credit courses 34.7% 36.7% 40.2% 22.1% 
Get information about careers and/or occupations you might 
want to pursue 

36.2% 24.8% 61.0% 12.9% 

Continue your education after high school 43.5% 34.0% 62.7% 11.5% 
Apply to multiple schools 25.0% 20.2% 69.7% 11.5% 
Decide what school to attend 28.2% 21.4% 56.8% 20.4%
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Applications to Postsecondary Institutions 
 

 Table 29. Percentage of Applications per Institution Type 

Institution type 
0 

applications 
1-3 

applications 
4 0r more 

applications 

2-year 14.6% 74.1% 11.3% 
4-year 21.9% 56.2% 21.9% 
Business/technical/vocational school 70.6% 24.2% 5.2% 

Table 30. Percentage of Acceptances per Institution Type 

Institution type 
0 

acceptances 
1-3 

acceptances 
4 0r more 

acceptances 

2-year 29.8% 63.9% 6.4% 
4-year 50.5% 36.5% 13.0% 
Business/technical/vocational school 78.7% 17.1% 4.3% 
 

 

Postsecondary Financial Literacy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Table 31. How do you plan to pay for your education after high school? (Select all that apply.) 

Source 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Scholarships and/or grants 54.1% 69.5% 69.5% 

Loans 
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Table 32. Where did you learn about options for paying for your education after high school? (Select all that 
apply.) 

Source of information 
Lanier 
2013 

Lanier 
2014 

District 
2014 

Senior economics class 34.0% 28.4% 19.9% 
Financial Aid Saturday events 35.1% 28.0% 18.2% 
Talked to school counselor/college and career advisor/Project 
ADVANCE staff 

65.3% 
63.0% 50.3% 

Information from a college or university (e.g., website, brochures) 29.3% 37.0% 38.8% 
College recruiter 16.6% 23.2% 20.6% 
U.S. Department of Education or FAFSA websites 23.9% 24.2% 25.2% 
Parents or other adults 42.1% 43.1% 64.7% 
Social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, etc.) . 9.0% 11.9% 
None of these 4.2% 13.3% 8.3% 

Note. This question was changed in 2013, which precluded comparison with prior years’ results. 

Table 33. How easy has it been for you and your parents to understand the  

process of applying for financial aid? 

Degree of ease 
Lanier 

2013 

Lanier 

2014 

District 

2014 

Easy 12.3% 34.7% 26.8% 

Some parts easy, some parts difficult 50.6% 39.9% 47.4% 

Difficult 
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http://www.austincc.edu/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
http://www.act.org/asset/
http://www.act.org/compass/tests/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index3.aspx?id=3302&menu_id=793
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/GPA
http://www.austinchamber.com/austin/live/quick-facts.php
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.austinisd.org/staar
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/
http://www.thea.nesinc.com/
http://www.tstc.edu/frontpage/
http://www.uiltexas.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001126.pdf
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