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About the Department of Program Evaluation. The Department of Program Evaluation (DPE) was established in
1972 to support program decision and strategic planning in the district. The department is housed in the Office of
Accountability and is charged with evaluating federal, state, and locally funded programs in AISD. DPE staff inte-
grate best and innovative evaluation practices with educational and institutional knowledge. DPE staff work with
program staff throughout the district to design and conduct formative and summative program evaluations. DPE’s
methods for evaluating programs vary depending on the research question, program design, and reporting require-
ments. The evaluations report objectively about program implementation and outcomes, and serve to inform pro-
gram staff, decision makers, and planners in the district. DPE reports can be accessed online.

About the Author. Ginger Gossman completed a Ph.D. in demography at the University of Texas at Austin in 2006.
Her academic interests include maternal and child health, secondary education, infectious disease, and obesity
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