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About the Department of ProgramEvaluation.TheDepartment of ProgramEvaluation(DPE)was established in
19720 support program decisionand strategic planningin the district. Thedepartment is housedin the Office of
Accountabilityandis chargedwith evaluatingfederal, state, and locallyfunded programsin AISD .DPEstaff inte s
grate best andinnovative evaluationpracticeswith educationalandinstitutional knowledge. DPEstaff work with
program staff throughout the district to designand conduct formative and summativeprogram evaluations.DPE’s
methods for evaluatingprogramsvary dependingon the researchquestion, program design,and reporting require g
ments. Theevaluationsreport objectively about program implementation and outcomes, and serveto inform pro s
gram staff, decisionmakers,and plannersin the district. DPEreports canbe accessednline.

About the Author. GingerGossmarcompleted a Ph.D.in demographyat the University of Texasat Austinin 2006.
Heracademicinterestsinclude maternaland child health, secondaryeducation,infectious disease and obesity re s
search.Shehaspresentedher researchfindings atregionaland national conferencesand hasbeena member of the
AmericanEvalation Associationsince2007.Gingerjoined the ProgramEvaluationteam in September 2008.

FundingSources Fundingfor this report was provided by district local funds. NSCdata were obtained at no cost to
AISDthrough ayear alongrant from the TexasEducationAgency(TEA).

District StrategicPlan Thisreport speaksto goal 3, measurableoutcome 8. Goal3: All students will graduate col &
lege and careerready.MeasurableOutcome 8: Postsecondaryenroliment.

TechnicalNotes. Thisreport useddata provided by the National Student ClearinghousgNSC)on June8, 2010.The
data included93%of postsecondaryinstitutions nationwide. A list of participating collegesis on the NSQwebsite,
under “ResourceCenter.” TheU.S.Department of Education'sFamilyPolicyComplianceOffice (FPCOhascertified
that NSQpracticesare compliant with the FamilyEducationalRightsand PrivacyAct (FERPA)Thesedataincludeda
unique record for everyoccurrenceof enroliment per semester,quarter or year. Theunit of enrollment time varied
by institution and dependedon program/degreeofferings. The University of Texasat Austindid not participate in
NSGin previousyears;however, UT AUSTINbegansendingenroliment recordsto NSGn March of this year.

Datawere parseddown to asinglerecord per student usingthe following sequencedselections:(1)fall over spring
semester,(2) 4 gearover 2 gearinstitution, (3) full setimever part setimé4) latest enrollment begin date , and (5)
latest enroliment end date. Recordsfor enroliment in summer2009 only were considered“unmatched” to align
reporting with best practices.Enrollmentrecordsfor studentsidentified by NSCaswithdrawn, deceasedor on leave
of absencewere omitted from these analysesAll methods followed NSCpracticeswhere known.

Datafrom NSCwere then matchedto AID student recordsfrom the 2009 AISDstudent graduate records submit e
ted to the TexasEducationAgency’sPublicEducationinformation ManagementSystem(PEIMS). Thisfile includes
students who graduated at any point during the 2008 2009 academicyear.Recordswere matched usinga unique
identifier, either students’ social securithumber or state identification number. Note, NSCdoes



