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The seventh annual Austin Independent School District (AISD) High School Exit Survey was 

administered online to seniors in every AISD high school during Spring 2010. Facilitators on each 

campus, primarily Project ADVANCE counselors, were responsible for ensuring that all graduating 

seniors were given the opportunity to complete the survey. Funding for this report was provided by 

district local funds. 

This report contains the results for the LASA Class of 2010. Where available, data are 

presented from previous senior classes to compare with the 2010 responses. In addition, average 

results from all AISD high schools are presented alongside results for LASA for comparison 

purposes. In total, 3,574 students in the Class of 2010 completed the survey, including 168 students 

from LASA. Tests for statistical significance were conducted with district-level data only (see 

district-level report). Table 1 presents yearly response rates, by campus and by district. Next, major 

findings are presented, followed by open-ended campus-level responses, and finally responses to the 

multiple-choice items from the survey. 
 

Table 1. High School Exit Survey Response Rates, Classes 2008–2010 
 

  Class of 2008 Class of 2009 Class of 2010 

All high schools 74.8% 78.8% 82.0% 
LASA 80.3% 97.0% 100.0% 
 
Major Findings  

Some of the notable trends at this campus include: 

�x Postsecondary preparation and plans. Compared with district results, a higher percentage 

of LASA seniors indicated they planned to continue their education after high school. Unlike 

the district results, a higher percentage of LASA seniors in 2010 than in 2009 reported such 

plans. Of the seniors not planning to continue their education within a year of graduation, 

100% stated they intended to pursue further education at a later time. A higher percentage of 

LASA seniors, compared with seniors district wide, took steps (e.g., taking college entrance 

exams, completing financial aid and scholarship applications, attending college fairs) to 

prepare for higher education. Also, a higher percentage of LASA seniors, compared with 

seniors district wide, got help from a family member in preparing for college. Compared with 

district results, a higher percentage of LASA seniors applied to 4-year colleges or
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universities, and a lower percentage applied to 2-year colleges and technical or career 

schools. 

�x Employment. Compared with seniors district wide and the LASA Class of 2009, a higher 

percentage of seniors did not work during their senior year, and those who did work, worked 

fewer hours. LASA seniors spent more time outside of class doing homework and studying 

than did the Class of 2009 and seniors district wide. 

�x Extracurricular activities . Compared with seniors district wide, LASA seniors had a higher 

level of participation in most school-based extracurricular activities, especially in music and 

student government. Compared with the LASA Class of 2009, a lower percentage of seniors 

participated in UIL (University Scholastic League) in 2010. The percentage of LASA seniors 

who indicated they volunteered outside school increased from the percentage of seniors 

volunteering in 2009, and was higher than the percentage district wide who volunteered. 

OPEN-ENDED COMMENTS  

At the end of the survey, students were asked for additional comments and “What is the ONE 

thing that you especially want the administration of AISD to know?” Of the 168 respondents, 41% 
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Table 4. If You Are Not Planning to Pursue Further Education at This Time, Do You Intend to 
Pursue It at a Later Time? (Item 10) 

 

  
LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Probably or definitely yes 81.8% 87.5% 100.0% 59.2% 66.2% 63.0% 
Maybe 0.0% 12.5% 0.0% 19.3% 24.1% 27.0% 
Probably or definitely no 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10.5% 4.2% 3.0% 
Don't know 18.2% 0.0% 0.0% 11.0% 5.6% 7.0% 
Note. Response options were collapsed for ease in reporting. 

 
Table 5. To What Extent Were Your Parents Involved in the Following School-Related 

Activities? (Item 11) 
 

*Percentage who responded parents were 
involved at least Occasionally 

LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Volunteering at your school 31.2% 35.1% 31.0% 40.0% 30.3% 28.7% 

Working with you on homework or 
school projects 

37.4% 40.2% 31.5% 54.6% 46.8% 44.3% 

Helping you decide what classes to take 

 31.5%   31.5%  54.6%  46.8% 44.3%
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Table 8. Please Indicate the Number of Years of High School in Which You Participated in 
Each of These Extracurricular Activities. (Items 14 and 16) 

 

*Percentage who reported at least 1 year of 
participation 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

In school         

Music 45.5% 44.9% 33.6% 33.7% 
Theater 15.1% 19.2% 18.6% 18.8% 
Dance 18.7% 17.9% 22.1% 21.5% 
Sports 65.8%    
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Table 9. For Each of These Extracurricular Activities, Did You Spend More Than 10 Hours 

per Week During Your Senior Year on Them? (Items 15 and 17) 
 

*Percentage of seniors indicating they spent more than 10 hours per 
week on each activity. LASA 2010 All HS 

2010 

Inside school     
Music 16.9% 8.3% 
Theater 3.7% 3.2% 
Dance 1.2% 4.0% 
Sports 17.6% 23.5% 
UIL academic competitions 3.0% 2.3% 

Speech/debate 0.6% 1.3% 

Student government 0.6% 1.1% 
Career and technical student organizations 2.5% 2.2% 

Outside school     

Music 4.8% 7.0% 
Theater 0.0% 1.9% 
Dance 3.1% 2.8% 
Sports 16.1% 17.8% 

Community service/volunteering 7.2% 6.9% 

Environmental project/activities 2.4% 2.5% 
Boy/Girl Scouts 1.2% 1.0% 
Family care 5.6% 7.1% 
*  Respondents could select more than one option, so percentages may not total 100%.  
 
 
 

Table 10. Please Indicate the Number of Years of High School That You Have Been 
Employed (Either During the Year or During the Summer) (Item 18) 

 

        



 
High School Exit Survey 2010  Department of Program Evaluation 

  Publication Number 09.41.018 
      
 

8 
 

Figure 1. Now Indicate the Number of Hours Per Week That You Worked8 927 uring Last 
Summer. (Item 19a) 
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Figure 3. Thinking Back on Your Years in High School, How Many Hours per Week Did You 
Typically Spend Studying, Doing Research, or Completing Homework Assignments Outside of 

Class? (Item 20) 
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INSTRUCTION AND TECHNOLOGY  
 

Table 13. How Well Did Your High School Help You to Actively Develop Knowledge 
and Skills in the Following Areas? (Item 22) 

 

*Percentage who responded 
Somewhat well or Very well 

LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Teamwork 85.2% 93.2% 90.5% 88.6% 89.7% 89.3% 
Creative thinking 91.6% 95.8% 91.7% 90.6% 91.7% 90.0% 
Problem solving 92.3% 97.4% 95.8% 91.5% 92.0% 91.8% 
Conflict resolution 76.6% 84.9% 81.0% 82.8% 84.1% 83.8% 
Personal health/fitness 61.9% 75.9% 69.5% 78.6% 81.0% 81.2% 
Time management 79.9% 85.9% 86.3% 80.8% 81.2% 82.7% 
Technology 92.3% 93.2% 87.5% 84.6% 84.2% 84.4% 
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Figure 5. Do Your Parents Use ParentConnect / GradeSpeed to Monitor Your Grades?     
(Item 27) 
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Table 15. How Frequently Do You Use a Computer or Other Internet-Capable Devices (For 
Example, an iPhone) (Item 25) 

 

*Percentage who responded At 
least once a week or more 

LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

At home? 97.4% 97.9% 98.2% 86.7% 83.9% 88.0% 
At school? 84.5% 88.5% 91.6% 74.0% 73.1% 80.7% 

To present material in class, for 
example, using PowerPoint 

11.0% 14.7% 25.5% 23.5% 22.0% 27.9% 

To type a paper or class 
assignment? 

79.4% 77.1% 86.2% 55.3% 53.5% 56.9% 

To search the Internet to 
complete class-related 
assignments? 

80.0% 83.9% 87.9% 61.6% 62.7% 66.5% 

To research college/career 
choices? 

48.7% 59.5% 62.7% 50.6% 51.0% 53.3% 

To complete online forms or 
applications for 
college/employment? 

43.1% 49.7% 56.9% 44.0% 

    

 51.0%
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Table 17. How Frequently Do You Log onto Naviance / Family Connection for the Following 
Activities? (Item 28) 

 

 *Percentage who responded Once a week or more LASA 2010 All HS 2010 
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Table 19. High School Preparation for Post-Graduation Opportunities (Item 31) 
 

*Percentage who responded 
Somewhat well or Very well 

LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 
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Table 20. How Did You Prepare for Continuing Education? (Check All That Apply) (Item 33) 
 

  LASA 
2008 

LASA 
2009 

LASA 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Took the PSAT examination 90.3% 92.2% 86.9% 67.9% 63.1% 58.8% 

Took AP/IB classes 87.1% 91.7% 90.5% 48.6% 47.2% 45.7% 
Visited campuses 65.2% 73.4% 74.4% 51.8% 55.8% 53.1% 
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Table 28. Which of the Following Campus Staff Helped You With Any of the Activities Listed Below? (Item 43) 
 

  
LASA 
School 

counselor 

LASA 
Advisory 

LASA 
Teacher 

LASA 
College 

and 
Career 
Center 
advisor 

LASA 
AVID 
staff 

advisor



 
High School Exit Survey 2010  Department of Program Evaluation 

  Publication Number 09.41.018 
      
 

23 
 

Table 29. How Much Do You Think Tuition, Fees, and Books Would Cost for a Year of Full-
Time Enrollment at the Types of In-State Postsecondary Institutions Listed Below? Please Do 

Not Consider Living Expenses in Your Estimate. 
 

  LASA 

  
Under 
$1,000 

$1,001-
$3,000 

$3,001-
$5,000 

$5,001-
$7,000 

$7,001-
$9,000 

Greater 
than 

$9,000 

Don't 
Know 

Public junior or 
community college 

7.5% 23.6% 18.6% 12.4% 3.1% 1.9% 32.9% 

Public 4-year 0.6% 5.5% 6.7% 9.2% 23.3% 38.0% 16.6% 
Private 4-year 0.6% 1.9% 3.1% 3.1% 5.0% 71.4% 14.9% 

          All HS 

  
Under 
$1,000 

$1,001-
$3,000 

$3,001-
$5,000 

$5,001-
$7,000 

$7,001-
$9,000 

Greater 
than 

$9,000 
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ADDITIONAL RESULTS 
 

Figure 7a. What Is the One Thing That Was Most Important to Keeping You Going Through 
School All the Way to Graduation? (Item 50, LASA) 
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Figure 7b. What Is the One Thing That Was Most Important to Keeping You Going Through 
School All the Way to Graduation? (Item 50, All High Schools) 
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