
Research indicates that school climate can either be a positive influence on students' learning environment, or 

can serve as a significant barrier to students' learning. Indeed, students attending high performing, higher 

economically disadvantaged schools reported higher ratings of behavioral environment, academic 

self-confidence, teacher expectations for student learning, and student engagement in 2010-2011 than did their 

peers at lower performing similar schools. Similarly, students attending high performing, less economically 

disadvantaged schools reported higher ratings of behavioral environment than did their peers at lower 

performing similar schools in 2010-2011.*

The following tables show the total number of surveys students at Cunningham returned in 2011-2012 (Table 1) 

and the response rate by grade (Table 2).
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*For the full report and an explanation of analyses, please see: 
http://archive.austinisd.org/inside/docs/ope_10-94_RB_2010-2011_All_Climate_Update.pdf
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Table 1. Number of Respondents for: 

All Elementary SchoolsCunningham

# of surveys returned   

# of students     

% of students represented

Table 2. Response Rate by Grade for Cunningham, 2011-2012

response rate

92%

95%

95%

0%

# of responses

65

56

72

0

# of students enrolled0%
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Figure 1. Student Climate Survey Subscales for Cunningham and all Elementary Schools, 2011-2012
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Cunningham's highest score on the 
2011-2012 Student Climate Survey was for 
teacher expectations, which measures 
student perceptions of their teachers' 
expectations. Please think about what 
your campus does to foster high 
expectations, and share your strategies 
with others.

Cunningham's lowest score on the 
2011-2012 Student Climate Survey was for 
behavioral environment, which measures 
the extent to which students respect each 
other, follow the rules, and feel safe at 
your campus. Higher ratings of behavioral 
environment have been associated with 
academic achievement. For resources on 
how to improve your campus' behavioral 
environment, please visit AISD's Child 
Study System website: 
http://www.childstudysystem.com

Figure 1 depicts Cunningham's average student climate survey ratings for 2011-2012, compared with average 

ratings across all Elementary Schools in 2011-2012.  Scores over 3.0 are desirable, as indicated by the green line. 



Behavioral environment

1. My classmates show respect to each other.

2. My classmates show respect to other students who 

are different.




