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The seventh annual Austin Independent School District (AISD) High School Exit Survey was 

administered online to seniors in every AISD high school during Spring 2010. Facilitators on each 

campus, primarily Project ADVANCE 
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indicated having access to a computer with Internet access at home. Anderson seniors also 
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�x College and career support. Many students wanted additional access to and help with 

college and career information from their guidance counselors. One student wrote, “Many of 

my friends and I all agree that we most certainly did not feel prepared to apply for colleges 

and had to discover things on our own. I feel as though the process would’ve been much 

easier and less confusing with actual help from the counselors.” Another said, “Please give 

greater attention to focusing on students who aren’t going to college. At Anderson High 

School, for students planning on going to college, there are a ton of options, for those who 

aren’t options are pretty minimal. This isn’t ok and should be changed.” 

�x Curriculum and instruction. Students requested greater consistency in instructional quality 

across subject areas and classrooms and better use of class time in the block scheduling. One 

student said, “Anderson still has a lot of adjustment to do to make sure block scheduling is 

effective and tolerable by students and teachers.” Another student wrote, “When you have 

teachers who aren’ t really passionate about what they teach, it’s difficult to learn.”  

�x School climate. Students requested that school rules be enforced consistently across student 

groups and expressed frustration with school policies related to parking, grading, and 

attendance.   

INDIVI DUAL ITEM RESPONSES FOR ANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL 

This section provides item-level data for the campus and the district. Seniors’ responses to 

the multiple-choice questions were organized into seven general topic areas: postsecondary 

intentions and family support; high school experiences, campus climate, and civic engagement; 

instruction and technology; postsecondary preparation and advising; and additional results. 
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POSTSECONDARY INTENTIONS AND FAMILY SUPPORT 
 

Table 2. Within a Year After Graduating F rom High School, What Do You Plan to Do?  
(Item 8) 

 

  
Anderson 

2008 
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Table 8. Please Indicate the Number of Years of High School in Which You Participated in 
Each of These Extracurricular Activities. (Items 14 and 16) 

 

*Percentage who reported at least 1 year 
of participation 

Anderson 
2009 

Anderson 
2010 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

In school         
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Table 9. For Each of These Extracurricular Activities, Did You Spend More Than 10 Hours 
per Week During Your Senior Year on Them? (Items 15 and 17) 

 

*Percentage of seniors indicating they spent more than 10 
hours per week on each activity. 
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Figure 1. Now Indicate the Number of Hours Per Week That You Worked During Last 
Summer. (Item 19a) 
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Figure 3. Thinking Back on Your Years in High School, How Many Hours per Week Did You 
Typically Spend Studying, Doing Research, or Completin
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Figure 5. Do Your Parents Use ParentConnect / GradeSpeed to Monitor Your Grades? 
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Table 15. How Frequently Do You Use a Computer or Other Internet -Capable Devices (For 
Example, an iPhone) (Item 25) 

 

*Percentage who responded 
At least once a week or more 

Anderson 
2008 

Anderson 
2009 

Anderson 
2010 

All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

At home? 94.1% 93.0% 97.1% 86.7% 83.9% 88.0% 
At school? 77.4% 75.9% 84.3% 74.0% 73.1% 80.7% 
To present material in class, 
for example, using 
PowerPoint 

17.9% 18.8% 22.5% 23.5% 22.0% 27.9% 

To type a paper or class 
assignment? 

57.9% 54.8% 66.8% 55.3% 53.5% 56.9% 

To search the Internet to 
complete class-related 
assignments? 

62.6% 71.3% 77.0% 61.6% 62.7% 66.5% 

To research college/career 
choices? 

51.0% 48.7% 57.0% 50.6% 51.0% 53.3% 

To complete online forms or 
applications for 
college/employment? 

44.6% 41.7% 51.6% 44.0% 43.4% 46.5% 

To communicate with 
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Table 17. How Frequently Do You Log Onto Naviance / Family Connection For The Following 
Activities? (Item 28) 

 

 *Percentage who responded Once a week or more 
Anderson 2010 All HS 2010 

College search 14.5% 18.0% 
Resume building 8.0% 8.7% 
Career exploration 9.0% 11.9% 
College visit sign up 9.0% 12.1% 
Class rank and GPA inquiry 13.1% 15.4% 

Counselor directed activities, such as personality 
questionnaires 

7.1% 8.2% 

Other 9.2% 10.7% 
* Response options were never, less than once a week, once or twice a week, and every day or almost every day. 
Percentages are of the number of students who said once or twice a week, or every day or almost every day. 
Note. This was a new item in 2010. 

 
POSTSECONDARY PREPARATION AND ADVISING 
 

Table 18. At What Time in Your Life Did You Start Thinking about College as a Possibility 
After High School? (Item 30) 

 

  
Anderson 

2008 
Anderson 

2009 
Anderson 

2010 
All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

As long ago as I can 
remember 

59.3% 51.8% 54.1% 40.5% 38.7% 37.8% 

In elementary school 7.7% 8.0% 9.0% 8.5% 7.6% 8.4% 
In middle/junior high 
school 

17.4% 16.1% 15.8% 21.9% 21.0% 20.3% 

In high school 13.9% 23.6% 20.6% 26.9% 30.9% 31.5% 

I've never thought about 
college as an option after 
high school 

1.8% 0.5% 0.5% 2.3% 1.8% 2.1% 
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Table 20. How Did You Prepare for Continuing Education? (Check All That Apply) (Item 33) 
 

  
Anderson 

2008 
Anderson 

2009 
Anderson 

2010 
All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Took the PSAT 
examination 

78.4% 72.8% 71.7% 67.9% 63.1% 58.8% 

Took AP/IB classes 64.1% 59.4% 60.4% 48.6% 47.2% 45.7% 
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Table 21. In Which of t he Following College Preparation Programs Did You Participate While 
in High School? (Item 34) 

 

  Anderson 
2009 

Anderson 
2010 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Project ADVANCE  20.5% 26.1% 17.9% 15.1% 
AVID  7.2% 4.1% 8.8% 7.0% 
ACC College Connections 16.6% 16.8% 18.0% 16.5% 
College Forward  1.7% 1.9% 3.5% 3.8% 
Con mi MADRE 1.0% 1.2% 1.9% 1.9% 
Talent Search/Trio 0.7% 0.5% 2.6% 2.4% 
Upward Bound 0.7% 0.2% 1.3% 1.1% 
Breakthrough 1.2% 0.5% 1.3% 1.6% 
Immigrant College Access 2.0% 0.5% 2.3% 2.2% 
I did not participate in any 
programs like this 

46.0% 48.9% 41.3% 45.0% 

Other 2.7% 1.4% 3.0% 3.7% 
 
 

Table 22. If You Participated in One or More College Preparation Programs, What Did You 
Get Out of It? (Item 35) 

 

  Anderson 
2009 

Anderson 
2010 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

They encouraged me to attend school 
regularly  

21.6% 23.5% 31.8% 30.5% 

They helped me choose the HS courses 
to prepare for college 

22.5% 23.9% 28.5% 26.2% 

They explained the financial aid process 
to me 

19.7% 16.9% 33.2% 31.1% 

They were available to help with school-
related issues 

20.6% 16.4% 26.2% 26.5% 

They helped me deal with personal 
issues 

6.9% 7.5% 15.4% 14.7% 

They helped me believe that college was 
right for me 

19.7% 11.7% 30.9% 30.0% 

They helped me apply to college 28.9% 29.1% 38.7% 35.5% 

 7.5%  7.5% 6.9% 



 
High School Exit Survey 2010  Department of Program Evaluation 

  Publication Number 09.41.009 
      
 

21 
 

Table 23. Have You Applied to the Following Types of Postsecondary Institutions? 
(Items 36, 37, and 38) 

 

  
Anderson 

2008 
Anderson 

2009 
Anderson 

2010 
All HS 
2008 

All HS 
2009 

All HS 
2010 

Have you applied to a 2-year 
college 

30.5% 32.7% 32.9% 41.4% 41.3% 49.5% 

Have you applied to a 4-year 
college? 

76.1% 70.3% 78.2% 63.9% 62.7% 63.9% 

Have you applied to a 
business/technical/vocational 
school? 

4.6% 6.9% 6.0% 6.5% 10.7% 11.3% 

Note. On the 2009 and 2010 surveys
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Table 24. How Easy Has It Been for You and Your Parents to Understand the Process of 
Applying for Financial Aid? (Item 46) 

 

  
Anderson 



 
High School Exit Survey 2010  Department of Program Evaluation 

  Publication Number 09.41.009 
      
 

23 
 



 
 
High School Exit Survey 2010  Department of Program Evaluation 
Publication Number 09.41.009 
      
 

24 
 

Table 28. Which of the Following Campus Staff Helped You With Any of t
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Table 29. How Much Do You Think Tuition, Fees, and Books Would Cost For a Year of Full-
Time Enrollment at the Types of In-State Postsecondary Institutions Listed Below? Please Do 

Not Consider Living Expenses in Your Estimate. 
 
  Anderson 
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ADDITIONAL RESULTS 
 

Figure 7a. What Is The One Thing That Was Most Important To Keeping You Going Through 
School All The Way To Graduation? (Item 50, Anderson) 
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Figure 7b. What Is The One Thing That Was Most Important To Keeping You Going Through 
School All The Way To Graduation? (Item 50, All High Schools) 
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