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Introduction

Twilight is a credit recovery program offered by Austin Independent School District (AISD) 
to struggling students to meet the varying needs of students across the district. In 2020–
2021, the program was available in middle and high schools. High school and middle school 
students who enrolled in Twilight courses had the opportunity to recover semester credits, 
grades for a 6-week grading period, and/ or attendance. Twilight primarily assisted students 
who were at risk of dropping out by offering credit recovery through curricula aligned with 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) using online platforms and teacher-led cours-
es. 
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overall n overall % Middle school n Middle school % High school n High school %

Hispanic 2,610 69% 1,650 71% 960 66%

African American/Black 370 10% 222 10% 148 10%

Asian 65 2% 44 2% 21 1%

White 651 17% 362 15% 289 20%

Two or more races/other 102 2% 60 2% 42 3%

At risk 2,869 76% 1,726 74% 1,143 78%

Economically disadvantaged 2,633 69% 1,723 74% 910 62%

Emergent Bilingual 1,254 33% 861 37% 393 27%

Special education 615 16% 458 20% 157 11%

Total 3,798 2,338 1,460
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Subject area Count of grades repaired for 



4

Number of credit repair attempts

One credit repair attempt n = 760 (71%)

Two credit repair attempts n = 231 (21%)

Three credit repair attempts n = 63 (6%)

Four credit repair attempts n = 17 (2%)

Five or more credit repair attempts
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Subject area Average number of 
weeks to earn credit

Percentage of students enrolled 
in each core area

ELA 13.3 19%

Foreign language 14.8 1%

Math 9.9 29%

Science 7.6 25%

Social studies 8.3 17%

Other 5.4 <1%

Missing 8.0 8%



6

Students’ Opinions About the Program

Students enrolled in Twilight were asked to provide feedback about the 
program - either by participating in a focus group or by responding in 
writing to a questionnaire. Overall, Twilight participants had positive 
perceptions of the program. The majority of Twilight students who gave 
feedback responded that they would tell their friends and/or classmates 
to enroll in the program if they needed a credit or needed to make up 
attendance or a grade. In addition, students believed Twilight helped 
them stay on track to graduate. Students also indicated they appreciated 
the opportunity to work at their own pace to make up a grade, credit, 
and/or attendance, and that their Twilight teachers were very helpful in 
keeping them motivated to finish their work. Lastly, when asked about 
challenges in the Twilight classes, the majority of the students who 
answered this question indicated they did not encounter challenges. 
However, of the students who did name a challenge, many indicated   
they sometimes had technical challenges with Zoom or the Internet or 
had difficulty staying motivated. 

Teachers’ and Campus Staff ‘s Opinions
In spring 2021, Twilight teachers, counselors, and administrative staff were asked to provide feedback about Twilight 
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