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Executive Summary

The Afterschool Centers on Education (ACE) is the program administered through the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) for the federally funded 21°t Century Community Learning Center (CCLC) grants
authorized under Title IV, Part B, of the 2015 Every Student Succeeds Act (Public Law 114-95). Foundation
Communities is a nationally-recognized nonprofit organization, based in Austin, Texas, that seeks to
empower low- and moderate-income working families by increasing literacy and financial stability through
quality affordable housing and services such as afterschool programs, English language learners (ESL)
classes, and financial education. In 2018—2019, the Cycle 9 Afterschool Centers on Education (ACE)
Foundation Communities serves 258 students and 105 parents and families at 3 campuses at Austin
Independent School District (AISD). ACE Foundation Communities exists to provide intentional
afterschool program experience that is high quality, is challenging, and inspires all program participants to

improve their school outcomes.
This year’s evaluation report of the Cycle 9 ACE Foundation Communities found the following:

1 Over a quarter of students (26%) enrolled at Cycle 9 ACE Foundation Communities campuses

participated in the program, and 24% attended the ACE program for 45 days or more.

1 The ACE program served primarily students who were low SES (91%), at-risk (66%), and/or ELL
(48%).

1 Students and parents felt the ACE Foundation Communities program helped student in

academics, behavior, school-day attendance, and college and career readiness.

1 Most of the parents reported an overall positive climate and positive experiences with the ACE
Foundation Communities program. In fact, the availability of the program was one reason

parents kept their students enrolled in AISD campuses.

In addition, when ACE Foundation Communities regular participants (i.e., who attended 45 days or
more) were compared with other students (i.e., non-regular ACE Foundation Communities participants and

non-program participants):

1 The changes in grades between 2017—2018 and 2018—2019 for ACE Foundation Communities
regular participants and for other students in all core subject areas were not significantly
different.

1 The average course completion rates for ACE Foundation Communities regular participants

and other students were not significantly different.



1 The percentages of ACE Foundation Communities regular participants and other students who
met the state standard of “approaches grade level” or better on State of Texas Assessment of

Academic Readiness (
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215t CCLC Core Components

Academic assistance. ACE Austin offers a
range of activities designed to improve
students’ achievement by providing extra
academic assistance and support in the
form of tutoring and homework help for
students who are struggling in the core
subjects, including science, math, reading,
and social studies. All extended-day
learning opportunities are aligned with the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
standards and with the school-day
reading/writing, math, science,
technology, and social studies curricula,
and use hands-on, experiential, and
project-based teaching strategies to
reinforce learning. Academic support
activities incorporate the district-wide
Curriculum Roadmap and link the
afterschool program with school-day
instruction to ensure consistency and
continuity.

Enrichment. ACE Austin offers a variety of
skill-building enrichment activities to
which some students would otherwise lack
access, including fine arts, technology,
games, health and fitness, outdoor and
environmental education, and youth
leadership and development. Enrichment
activities are designed to extend, expand
on, or otherwise enrich classroom learning
by supporting students’ physical,
emotional, and social development.
(continued)

Introduction and Purpose of Program

The Afterschool Centers on Education (ACE) is
the program administered through the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) for the federally funded 21st Century
Community Learning Center (CCLC) grants authorized
under Title IV, Part B, of the 2015 Every Student
Succeeds Act (Public Law 114-95). The Foundation
Communities received Cycle 9 21st CCLC funding to
provide a comprehensive range of out-of-school-time
(OST) academic assistance, academic enrichment,
college and career readiness, and family engagement

activities.

This report examines outcomes for the 258 Cycle
9 ACE Foundation Communities participants at 3 AISD
neighborhood elementary schools and their families
during the 2018 — 2019 school year: The Trails at Vintage
Creek Learning Center provides services to Andrews
Elementary School students and parents, M Station
Learning Center provides services to Campbell
Elementary School students and parents, and Sierra Vista
Ridge Learning Center provides services to St. EImo
Elementary School students and parents. ACE
Foundation Communities exists to provide an intentional
afterschool program experience that is high quality,
challenging, and inspires all program participants to

improve their school outcomes.

Building on its existing infrastructure of
evidence-based OST activities and partnerships, ACE
Foundation Communities collaborates with a range of
partners to provide a comprehensive menu of before-
school, afterschool, and summer programming.
Activities are offered at least 15 hours per week for 30

weeks during the academic year and 30 hours per week





http://www.austinisd.org/




Foundation Communities regular participants and other students on the amount of

improvement or growth they made in reading and math in 2018—2019 compared with the












Figure 2.
The changes in grades from 2017-2018 to 2018-2019 were not significantly different for ACE Foundation

Communities regular participants and other students.

Source. TX21%t Student Tracking System 2018-2019; AISD student records

Note. Numbers shown are in zscores (range = -3.0 to 3.0); math: ACE Foundation Communities regular participants (/7= 180) (M=
0.02, $D=0.81), other students (n7=359) (M=0.03, SD=0. 78), £(537) =0.03, p> .05; reading: ACE Foundation Communities
regular participants (7= 180) (M= 0.03, $0= 0.64), other students (n7=359) (M=0.08, $D=0.69), £(537) =0.81, p> .05; social
studies: ACE Foundation Communities regular participants (/7= 180) (M=-0.08, S0=0.90), other students (n=359) (M/=0.07, $D=
0.94), £(537) = 1.78, p> .05; and science: ACE Foundation Communities regular participants (/7= 180) (M=0.02, S0=0.86), other
students (n7=359) (



STAAR Scores and Progress Measures

The percentages of ACE Foundation Communities regular participants and other
students who met the state standard of “approaches grade level” or better in math and
reading were not significantly different (Figure 4). The STAAR progress measure was also
used to examine whether the students improved from the previous year to the current year.
The STAAR progress measure groups improvement into 3 categories: “expected,” those who
had shown expected academic improvement from the previous year to the current year;
“accelerated,” those who had shown an amount of improvement from the previous year to
the current year that was much larger than expected; and “limited,” those who had shown
limited amount of improvement from the previous year to the current year. The
percentages of ACE Foundation Communities regular participants and other students who
had expected or accelerated improvement since the prior year in math and reading were not

significantly different (Figure 5).

Figure 4.

The percentages of ACE Foundation Communities regular participants and other students who met the state
standard of “approaches grade level” or better on STAAR exams in math and reading were not significantly
different in the 2018 — 2019 school year.



Figure 5.
The percentages of ACE Foundation Communities regular participants and other students who had expected

or accelerated improvement between the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 school years in math were not
significantly different.
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Figure 8.
Almost all parents reported overall positive climate and experiences with the ACE Foundation Communities
program.

| feel my child is safe in the afterschool program. 7% 23%

The availability of this program is one reason | have kept

. o 79% 9
my child enrolled in this AISD school. > il
| feel comfortable contacting staff from my child's
8% 22%
afterschool program.
Overall, I am satisfied with the afterschool program. 78% 22%

W Strongly agree M Agree M Disagree Strongly disagree

Source. 2018-2019 ACE Foundation Communities Parent Survey
Note. ACE Foundation Communities Parent Survey Cycle 9 population (V= 383), actual sample size (7= 83), 95% confidence interval
(+/- 10%).
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