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About this survey. 

The 11th annual Austin 
Independent School District 
(AISD) High School Exit Survey 
was administered online to 
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Table 2. If you are not planning to pursue further education, what are your primary reasons? (Select all that 
apply.)  

 Reason 2011 2012 2013 
Grades / test scores are not high enough 22.6% 14.5% 16.1% 
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Note. Response options were Never, Not a lot, Sometimes, Always, and Don’t know.
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Table 17. Overall, how well prepared or informed… 

Percentage who responded Somewhat well or Very well 2011 2012 2013 

Were you to plan your high school course selections? 90.6% 88.6% 89.5% 
Were you to meet your college and career goals? 85.4% 84.3% 87.9% 
Have you been for the college or trade / technical 
school application process? 81.3% 78.9% 
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Table 27. How easy has it been for you and your parents to understand the  
process of applying for financial aid? 

Degree of ease 2011 2012 2013 

Easy 24.9% 21.8% 26.3% 
Some parts easy, some parts difficult 46.6% 47.4% 47.9% 
Difficult 11.8% 13.2% 10.6% 
I did not apply for financial aid 16.7% 17.5% 15.2% 

 
Table 28. If you did not submit a financial aid application, why not? 

Reason 2011 2012 
2013 

I do not need financial aid to attend college 23.5% 19.3% 22.7% 



http://www.austincc.edu/
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/
http://www.thea.nesinc.com/
http://www.tstc.edu/frontpage/
http://www.uiltexas.org/


Class of 2013 High School Exit Survey 
Austin Independent School District 

Page 12 of 12 
 

References 
 
Choy, S. (2001). Students whose parents did not go to college: Postsecondary access, persistence, and attainment 

(NCES 2001–126). Washington, DC. Retrieved from the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for 
Education Statistics website: http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001126.pdf 

Cooper, M. (2009). Dreams deferred? The relationship between early and later postsecondary educational 
aspirations among racial/ethnic groups. Educational Policy, 23(4), 615–650. Retrieved from 
http://drum.lib.umd.edu/bitstream/1903/3503/1/umi-umd-3333.pdf 

Dubow, E., Boxer, P., &Huesmann, L. R. (2009). Long-term effects of parents’ education on children’s educational 
and occupational success: Mediation by family interactions, child aggression, and teenage aspirations. 
Merill-Palmer Quarterly, 55(3), 224–249. Retrieved from 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2853053/ 

Ferguson, R. (2010). Student perceptions of teaching effectiveness: A discussion brief. National Center for Teacher 
Effectiveness and the Achievement Gap Initiative. Harvard University. Retrieved from 
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/ncte/news/Using_Student_Perceptions_Ferguson.pdf 

Garland, M. (2008). The determinants of postsecondary enrollment: Evidence from the AISD Class of 2007. Austin, TX: 
Austin Independent School District. Retrieved from 
http://archive.austinisd.org/inside/docs/ope_ps_enrollment.pdf 

Karp, M. M., & Hughes, K. (2008). Dual enrollment can benefit a broad range of students. Techniques: Connecting 
Education and Careers, 83(7), 14–17. 

Looby, K. (2012). 2012 senior FAFSA submission summary. Austin, TX: Austin Independent School District. Retrieved 
from http://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dre-
reports/rb/11.77RB_FAFSA_Submission_Summary_Seniors_2012_FINAL.pdf 

Marsh, H., & Kleitman, S. (2005). Consequences of employment during high school: Character building, subversion 
of academic goals, or a threshold? American Educational Research Journal, 42(2), 331–369. 

Niu, S., & Tienda, M. (2012). Delayed enrollment and college plans: Is there a postponement penalty? The Journal 
of Higher Education, 84(1), 1–26. 

Perna, L., Lundy-Wagner, V., Yee, A., Brill, L., & Tadal, T. (2009). Showing them the money: The role of institutional 
financial aid policies and communication strategies in attracting low-income students. Paper presented at 
the College Board’s Forum 2009. Retrieved from 
http://media.routledgeweb.com/files/9780415803229/perna-chapter 

Perna, L., & Titus, M. (2005). The relationship between parental involvement as social capital and college enrollment: 
An examination of racial/ethnic group differences. Retrieved from 
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1013&context=gse_pubs 

Stearns, E., & Glennie, E. (2009). Opportunities to participate: Extracurricularactivities’ distribution across and 
academic correlates in highschools. Social Science Research, 39(2), 296–309. 

Watt, K., Huerta, J., & Lozanoa, A. (2007). A comparison study of AVID and GEAR UP 10th-grade students in two 
high schools in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas. Journal of Education for Students Placed at Risk (JESPAR), 
12(2), 185-212. 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001126.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2853053/
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/ncte/news/Using_Student_Perceptions_Ferguson.pdf
http://archive.austinisd.org/inside/docs/ope_ps_enrollment.pdf
http://media.routledgeweb.com/files/9780415803229/perna-chapter.

