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Student Financial Aid Data 

In 2010, AISD was one of the original 20 
school districts selected by the United 
States Department of Education
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Who is concerned with college 
affordability? Most American families 

have college affordability concerns 
(College Board, 2012; Lumina Foundation, 
2012; National Center for Public Policy 
and Higher Education, 2002). From 1980 
to 2010, average family income declined. 
Tuition and fees at public universities 
increased almost 130% over the last 20 
years, and the share of family income that 
is needed to pay for tuition and other 
college expenses increased. More 
students at all income levels are 
borrowing more money than ever before 
to pay for postsecondary education.  

 

How much financial support did AISD students receive? A 

variety of information is considered in the development of a 
financial aid package. For each FAFSA completion, FSA generates 
a Student Aid Report (SAR) and an expected family contribution 
(EFC). The EFC is subtracted from the institution’s cost of 
attendance to determine the student’s financial need. The 
institution tries to meet student’s need by offering a financial aid 
package combining aid from federal, state, school, and private 
sources with loans and the student’s employment income.  

In the 2012–2013 school year, full-time undergraduate students 
received an average of $13,730 in financial aid, with $7,190 from 
grants and $4,900 from federal loans (College Board, 2013b). In 
the 2011–2012 school year, 71% of all undergraduate students 
received financial aid, with an average of $10,800 per student 
who received aid (NCES, 2013). Using the estimate of $10,800 per 
FAFSA completion, the total amount of financial aid allocated to 
2013 AISD seniors was approximately $27,388,800, based on a total of 2,536 (58.3%) FAFSA completions.   

Did students with economic need submit a FAFSA application? Fifty-nine percent of AISD economically 

disadvantaged students submitted the FAFSA in 2013, a significant increase from 50% in 2012. However, a 
statistically significant gap in FAFSA remained between the completion rates of economically disadvantaged 
and not economically disadvantaged students in AISD.  

In 2012–2013, 63% of all AISD students were economically disadvantaged (Texas Education Agency, 2013) and 
many seniors may have encountered added barriers to completing a FAFSA. Barnett and Mabry (2012) found 
low-income parents were often hesitant to provide personal information online. Additionally, low-income 
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How much federal financial aid for 
college do Texas students recieve? 
Students receive financial aid for their 
postsecondary education from three 
major sources: the federal government, 
the state government, and the 
institutions they attend. Of these three 
sources, the federal government 
contributes the greatest amount. At the 
national level, the federal government 
provided 76% of students’ generally 
available direct financial aid in the 2010–
2011 school year. In Texas, the federal 
government provided a larger proportion 
of funds: 85% of the aid. The state 
provided 6% of aid (compared with 5% 
nationally) and 9% came from the 
colleges and universities students 
attended (compared with 19% 
nationally) (Creusere, Fernandez, Fletcher, 

& Rice, 2014). 

Did FAFSA submissions by students with economic need vary according to campus? Although FAFSA 

submission rates for economically disadvantaged students continued to vary by school in 2013, submission rates 
for economically disadvantaged students were at an all-time high in most schools.  

Figure 2. AISD FAFSA Submission Rates for Economically Disadvantaged Students, 2010–2013 
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What is the TASFA? In 2001, 

the state of Texas passed 
legislation (HB 1403) to permit 
foreign-born and immigrant 
students to qualify as state of 
Texas residents. As a Texas 
resident, a student may apply 
for Texas financial aid 
programs with the TASFA and 
qualify to pay in-state tuition 
and fee rates while in college 
(Texas A&M University).  

 

Figure 3. AISD FAFSA Submission Rates, by Ethnicity, 2010–2013 

 

Source. Federal FAFSA Pilot Project and the Texas Higher Education Board FAFSA databases, 2010–2013, prepared by AISD 
Department of Research and Evaluation staff 

Did FAFSA submissions differ for English language learners (ELLs) 
and their English-speaking peers? The percentage of ELLs who 

submitted a FAFSA in 2013 (34.8%) was significantly lower than the 
percentage of non-ELL students who submitted a FAFSA (62.0%). 
However, FAFSA submission rates for ELLs have increased every year since 
2010. In 2013, the gap in FAFSA submissions between ELL and non-ELL 
students decreased significantly, from 36.8 percentage points in 2012 to 
27.2 points in 2013.  

Some ELLs may not be eligible for federal financial aid but may be eligible 
for state funding. AISD staff assisted some of these students with the 
TASFA. AISD staff confirmed 94 student TASFA submissions. Because staff 
were not required to report this information, this number is considered an 
underestimate. 

Figure 4. AISD FAFSA Submission Rates, by English Language Learning St Status, 2010–2013 

Source. Federal FAFSA Pilot Project and the Texas Higher Education Board FAFSA databases, 2010–2013, prepared by AISD 
Department of Research and Evaluation staff 
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Why is postsecondary enrollment for all 
students so important? By 2018, 60% of 

jobs in the United States will require a 
postsecondary education. College graduates 
are employed at higher rates than are those 
who do not graduate from college. People 
with higher education tend to earn more 
money and gain larger increases in pay as 
they age 
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