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IDENTIFYING LONG-TERM ELLS

Figure 1. Long-Term English Language Learners (ELLs), by Grade Level, 2010-2011

SourceStudentrecordsthrough2010-2011
Note.Percentagesire basedon the total numberof Englishanguagdearnersin grade(n) for Fall2010.

Approximately five out of six long-term ELLs in 2010-2011 entered AISD in early elementary grades
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Special education. Fivepercentof long term ELL&ntered AISDthroughthe PreschooProgramfor Children
with DisabilitiefPPCD;;e., earlyeducation[EE]) which providesspecialeducationservicesn Englishandin
Spanistfor childrenbetweenthe agesof 3 and5 with developmentaldelaysor other disabilities(Tablel). In
2010-201125%0f all long term ELLs$eceivedspecialeducationservicesFigure2 providesthe percentageof
longterm ELLsnd other current ELL$n specialeducationaccordingo gradelevel. At the highschoollevel,
nearlylin 3 longterm ELLsverein specialeducation.It is possiblesomelong term ELLsvereidentified as
needingspecialeducationservicesdueto the numberof yearsthey hadbeenin the languageprogram
without exiting (Figure3). Longterm ELLsverefirst placedin specialkducationat later gradelevelsthan were
other currentELLsIn 2010-201174%of long term ELLs$n specialeducationwere primarily diagnosedvith a
learningdisability,comparedwith 67%o0f current ELL$n specialeducationwho hadthat diagnosigp <.0567).

Figure 2. English Language Learners (ELLS) in Special Education, by Long-Term ELL Status and Grade
Level, 2010-2011

40% 39%

4 200
d 30%
“é 21% 21%
5 20%
o
[)]
& 10%

0%

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Gradelevel

m Longterm ELLs ® CurrentELLs

SourceStudentrecordsthrough2010-2011
Note. Seetechnicalnote (2).

Figure 3. English Language Learners (ELLs) Placed in Special Education, by Long-Term ELL Status and
School Level of Special Education Placement, 2010-2011
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Note.Somepercentagegio not addto 100dueto rounding.Orange= AlSDgradeentry in earlyelementary(i.e.,
earlyelementary—grade); blue=late elementryentry (i.e.,grades3-5);green=entry in middlesschoole(i.e.,
grades6—-8);and,red =entry in highschool.Although5%of long term ELL®&nteredin earlyelementary,some
no longerreceivedspecialeducationservicesthus, only 1%of long term ELLsvho werein specialeducationin
2010-201werediagnosedn earlyelementary.
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Grade retention. Thirty four percentof 2010—-2011ong term ELL$n =808)repeatedat leastone grade
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speakingandwere enrolledon anon itle | campus(Figure6).

Figure 6. English Language Learners’
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Figure 7. Long-Term English Language Learners’ (ELLs) Texas English Language Proficiency
Assessment System (TELPAS) Results, 2010-2011 (n = 2,020)
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Note. Fifteenpercent(n =357)of longterm ELLglid not take all sectionsof the TELPA&ndwere not included
in the abovefigure.

Thedatasuggesthat not all long term ELLsvere strugglingin Englishaccordingo their TELPA&sults.
Approximatelyl4%(n = 302)of long term ELLgrades6—11partiallymet the criteria(i.e.,for TAK&nd
TELPAS) exitthe languageprogram(Figure8) anddid not exit the languagegprogramin Spring2011.1t is
possiblethat exit criteriawere inconsistentlyappliedor that the exitingreviewprocessvasdelayedat the
campudevel,but further investigationwould be requiredto determineany campusteveldifferences.

Figure 8. English Language Learners (ELLs) in Grades 6 through 11 Who Passed Reading Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), Scored Advanced in Listening and Speaking on Texas
English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS), and Who Scored Advanced High on
Writing TELPAS or Passed Writing TAKS; 2010-2011; by Long-Term ELL and Exited Status
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Note. Studentshadto passthe standardor accommodated/ersionof TAKSForgradeslOand11, ELLould
passELATAK Snsteadof receivingadvancechighon writing TELPASOther exited ELLs'tefersto ELLsvho
exitedin 2010-2011but were ELLin Fall2010.

Student academic achievement. Thestate mandatedTAKSvasadministeredannuallyto studentsin
mathematicgmath; grades3 through 11);in reading(grades3 through 9); in ELAgradeslOand11);in
writing (grades4 and7); in scienceg(gradesb, 8, 10,and 11);andin socialstudies(grades8, 10,and 11).
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Figure 11. English Language Learners (ELLS) Who Passed Science Texas Assessment of Knowledge
and Skills (TAKS), by Long-Term ELL and Exited Status, 2010-2011

SourceAlSDstudentrecords,2010-2011
Note.Not all gradelevelstake the scienceTAKS:Other exited ELLSrefersto ELLsvho exitedin 2010-2011
but werewerewere
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Conclusion. Uponexaminationof the data,an earlyidentificationsystemfor long term ELL$s not advisable
becausesystemicor proceduralreasongnayexplain  ofrauonmgr
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(2) Table T-2. Current and Long-Term English Language Learners ( LL ;) in Special Education (SE), 2010-2011
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Current ELL .ong-term ELL — did not exit
Number  Percentage Number Percentage
Grade level Total in SE in SE Totil in SE in SE
6 986 116 12 9 56 29
7 583 46 8 481 85 18
27 7 42 92 21
0 521 19 4 501 106 21
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