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 ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

 DPE staff examined the following assessments available at grades kindergarten through 3rd grade to evaluate 

academic performance:  TAKS (math and reading), Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) and Evaluación del 

Desarrollo de la Lectura (EDL), and the Texas Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI) and El Inventario de Lectura en Español de 

Tejas (Tejas Lee).  

  Students were matched on two criteria: English language learner (ELL) status and economic disadvantage, the 

two largest qualifiers admitting students into the pre-K program.2

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 

  While all combinations of students were examined, 

this brief focuses on economically disadvantaged non-ELLs and economically disadvantaged ELLs.  The two groups 

accounted for 89% of the students who enrolled in AISD pre-K and were in 3rd grade in 2009-2010.   

 As shown in Figure 2, economically 
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Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) and 

Evaluación del Desarrollo de la Lectura (EDL) 

 DRA and EDL are criterion-referenced reading 

assessments used to identify students’ independent 

reading level in terms of accuracy, fluency, and 

comprehension.  Tests are individually administered by 

teachers at the middle and end of year for 

kindergarteners and beginning, middle, and end of year 

for first graders to determine students’ “at grade level” 

performance.  Unlike the TPRI and Tejas Lee, teachers 

are able to select the text they find appropriate for the 

student, which makes the assessments susceptible to 

confirmation bias (.i.e., the tendency for people to 

choose based on preconceived notions of what they 

believe is true.3

 Low income non-




