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BILINGUAL/ESL PROGRAMS EVALUATION SUMMARY: 2006–2007 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
Texas law requires that every student with a primary home language other than English, who 

is identified as limited English proficient (LEP), be provided with a full opportunity to participate 
in a bilingual education (BE) or English as a second language (ESL) program. To ensure 
educational equity, the law also states that districts must seek certified teaching personnel and 
assess these students’ achievement in the state-mandated Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) curriculum. Austin Independent School District (AISD) provides two programs to serve 
LEP students or English language learners (ELL): BE, which provides instruction in English and 
the native language (e.g., Spanish, Vietnamese, and Korean) in the content areas; and ESL, which 
provides intensive English instruction. ESL is both a component of BE and a stand-alone 
program. The goal of the BE program is to enable ELL students to become competent in 
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing through the development of literacy and academic 
skills in the students’ primary language. The goal of the ESL program is to develop students’ 
literacy through the integrated use of second-language instructional methods. 

In compliance with state law, the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) on 
each campus makes instructional placement and testing decisions intended to assure that students 
will be served by the program that can best address their language needs. At each school, the roles 
of the LPAC members are to evaluate the academic progress and language of instruction of ELL 
students and to determine if ELL students will take the state assessments in English or in Spanish. 
The program in which a particular student participates depends on the student’s home language, 
grade level, language dominance, and program availability. Parental permission is required for an 
ELL student to participate in either language program. If parental permission for program 
participation is not granted, the student participates in an all-English classroom without BE or 
ESL services provided. 

EVALUATION MANDATE 
In reference to program evaluation, Chapter §89.1256, of the 19 Texas Administrative Code 

(TAC, 1996) states the following: 
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GROWTH IN AISD ELL STUDENT 
POPULATION 

American Indian, Alaskan Native, African 
American, and White (not of Hispanic origin) 
students. 

In 2006–2007, most AISD ELL students 
were native Spanish speakers (93.0%, n = 
19,342). Speakers of Vietnamese comprised 
the next largest segment of AISD ELL 
students (1.3%, n = 271), followed by Korean 
(<1%, n = 175). The remaining ELL students 
(4.8%, n = 994) included speakers of other 
native languages, including Arabic, Urdu, 
French, Farsi (Persian), Portuguese, Russian, 
Japanese, Hindu, Gujarati, Telegu, Mandarin, 
and Pilipino/Tagalog. 

The AISD ELL student population has 
increased incrementally for the past 19 years 
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Table 1: Numbers and Percentages of AISD ELL Students Compared with the Total AISD 
Student Population, 2001–2002 Through 2006–2007 

 
 
School Year 

 
Number of AISD 

ELL Students 
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Figure 5: Percentages of AISD ELL Students and ELL Students Statewide Passing English 
TAKS Social Studies and Science, by Grade Levels, 2006–2007 



Bilingual/ESL 
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system because the state’s rules guiding 
student exemptions have become more 
rigorous. NCLB requires ELL students to be 
one of the groups examined for AYP 
measures and has very specific requirements 
that pertain to ELL students who participate 
in programs funded by Title III, Part A. 
Academic performance standards for ELL 
students are the same as they are for all 
students. While they are becoming 
academically proficient in English, ELL 
students must participate in the state’s 
assessment program. Thus, in some 
situations, their academic performance can 
affect school and district accountability 
ratings. As the number of ELL students 
continues to increase in schools, their 
English language acquisition and general 
academic success in the state’s assessment 
programs have become an important 
concern for all educators and administrators. 

In recent years, the academic 
performance of AISD ELL students on 
TAKS has improved at certain grade levels 
and in some subject areas, but a persistent 
achievement gap remains between AISD 
ELL students and ELL students statewide, 
especially beyond grade 5. Therefore, the 
following recommendations are offered to 
AISD decision makers.  

• District and campus staff should 
provide more comprehensive 
academic support to AISD ELL 
students at middle and high schools 
where the percentages passing TAKS 
have been low.  

• Along with English language 
development for ELL students, 
instruction in all academic subjects 
must be explicit and concentrate on 

subject-specific vocabulary as well 
as broad literacy skills.  

• ELL students should be taught how 
to assess their own academic 
progress so they can recognize when 
additional academic support is 
needed.  

• ELL students must have 
opportunities to participate in any 
program or service on campus that 
supports students who are struggling 
academically.  

• The LPACs’ role of monitoring the 
academic achievement of ELL 
students is most important. Because 
of this role, the LPAC members 
should recommend that appropriate 
academic interventions and support 
be provided to ELL students that will 
enhance their progress toward their 
English language acquisition and 
academic achievement in general.  

• Finally, when necessary, LPACs can 
intervene on behalf of ELL students 
by being their advocates. For 
instance, if the LPAC members 
determine from their work with ELL 
students that teachers at a campus are 
not familiar with ESL methodology 
or sheltered instruction, the LPAC 
members can recommend that 
campus professional development 
sessions be dedicated to such topics 
for the benefit of all ELL students. 
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