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Recommend managing charging to maintain lower peak demand. Open to students 
getting involved. 

○ Last school year, there were 9 schools participating in ENERGY STAR. Since 2018, 
been working with a company at no cost to improve energy efficiency at schools to 
improve energy performance to get certified (minimum ES score of 75). Hoping for 9-10 
more schools by December. 

■ Tamera shared that Memorial Day weekend is tax-free weekend for ENERGY 
STAR products. 

● Food (Darien Clary) 
○ Served 10M+ meals this year in part driven by new creative menu items. 
○ Kitchen team has a 98.2% average for health inspections. Have state and Austin Ed 

Fund grant funding. 
○ Held food of the future tasting event at schools during Earth Week. Sampled items like 

kelp shells, cricket brownies. 
○ Food Services conducts site visits with their management team to connect with where 

food is sourced from. 
● Amenity Mapping (Melody Alcazar) 

○ Finished training and hoped to map all schools by the end of the summer with intention 
to update annually. Have completed 5 so far. 

○ Look at the lat/long of each feature, its quality, how it's used, and other detailed notes. 
○ Member question about recording whether schools and their amenities are open to the 

public. Yes! 
○ Will have 2 EcoRise interns help with mapping for a month. Looking for other volunteers 

(will provide training)! 
○ Will share info with schools once complete. 
○ Member question about how to get word out for volunteers. Will share call for 

volunteers. Please don't go on your own. Coordinate through Melody & Yasmine 
because have to notify schools ahead of time. 

○ Darien Clary reinforced the importance of the project to help AISD and partners know 
where opportunities and gaps exist to improve equitable access to outdoor learning. 

○ Focused on sites being modernized first to get ahead of any issues. 
● Air Quality (Eileen McGinnis) 

○ Held 1st webinar. Not too big of a lift to put on a districtwide webinar. Kudos to everyone 
that helped! 

○ Interest in whether could hold annual webinar/event. Could build off historical ESAC 
activities to host workshop/events each year. 

■ Earth Week/Month is a good time to hold recurring events. 
● Transportation (Darien Clary) 

○ At Earth Week ATX, Executive Director Kris Hafezizadeh served on a panel about 
AISD's electric buses and had an e-bus on display at the festival. 

○ Participated in Earth Week and had an event at St. Elmo that Austin Energy & PEAS 
joined. Students were really interested in checking out the new e-buses and seeing how 
things worked differently. Noticed you don't 



● Other Updates 
○ Bobby Sandoval: Excited about promoting bicycling at Marshall MS and shared what 

they were able to accomplish at school this year: 
■ Riding bikes around the courtyard almost daily 
■ Teach 5 students how to ride a bike 
■ Offer Woom bike discount 
■ Purchased tools like bikes, helmets, locks, etc. through grants 
■ Bobby got a gift card and comedy club tix for biking dedication 
■ Have about 10% of students riding bike to/from school; working on family 

engagement 
○ Melody Alcazar: Have opportunity for schools to request nature play resources (e.g., 

logs). Email Melody with requests for implementation in September. 
○ Rue Nava: LASA students held a prom dress drive. Acknowledged disparity and 

privilege being able to be involved in sustainability. Prom dress drive helps to improve 
equitable access. 

○ Student visitor: Won an Earth Month contest through City of Austin Watershed 
Protection Dept. 

○ Bill Schnell: 9 schools piloting something to help parents not drive alone. Will help 
mitigate impacts of all the transportation construction. 

V: Elections 
● Jeff Wacker introduced the co-chairs as 2-year terms and reviewed co-chair responsibilities. 

Jen is vacating one of the two co-chair positions. 
● Jeff Wacker introduced one nomination for co-chair: Monique (Mo) Beacham (they/them) 
● Darien Clary shared Mo's bio. Mo expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to serve and 

excitement for the role ahead. 
● Members approved Mo as co-chair for SY 2024-25 & SY 2025-26. 

VI: Awards and Peer Gratitude 

● Jen Cregar shared the following recognition awards: 
○ Dynamic Duo: Yasmine Anderson & Melody Alcazar 
○ Clean Air Heroes: Eileen McGinnis & Nishtha Verma 
○ Cycling Superstar: Bobby Sandoval 
○ Perfect Attendance: many! 

● Darien Clary shared the Three-Legged Stool award with Jen Cregar. 
● Jen Cregar invited everyone to share peer gratitude by offering some lavender and a few 

words of appreciation with anyone they'd like. 

VII: Reflection and Close 

● Jeff Wacker expressed his gratitude for the group and reviewed the year's accomplishments. 
● A Motion to end the meeting was made by Yasmine Anderson and the motion was seconded 

by Matthew Garland. 
● Jeff Wacker closed the meeting at 7:31 pm. 


