
 discrimination to the full range of state and local 
government services, programs, or activities. Together, Austin Independent School District (AISD) refers to 
these laws as “Section 504.” To qualify under Section 504 the student must have “a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities.” If the student is eligible under Section 
504, the district shall develop a Section 504 plan. 

ELIGIBILITY UNDER SECTION 504 
Students who have a disability, have a record of having a disability, or who are regarded as having a disability, 
are all protected under Section 504. However, accommodations through a Section 504 plan are only available 
to students who currently have a disability.

1. A ph

ysical or mental impairment means: a physiological disorder or condition, a cosmetic disfigurement, 
an anatomical loss, or a mental or psychological disorder (e.g. a specific learning disability such as 
dyslexia, asthma, or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder). 

2. A major life activity is any act a person performs to function, which includes but is not limited alleviates the � for 
an extended period of time (e.g. cold, flu). If a condition is episodic, the condition may qualify. 
Determination of whether a disabling condition substantially impairs a major life activity must consider the 
impact of the condition at times when the condition is active, regardless of whether the student is 
currently in a state of remission or is asymptomatic. 



   

  

    

     

PROCESS FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY 
Parents, school personnel, or students themselves may initiate a Section 504 referral if the student has or is 
suspected to have a disability. Referrals should be directed to the school-level Section 504 Coordinator who 
will obtain parent consent and convene a Section 504 initial evaluation to determine if the student is 
eligible under Section 504. The campus Section 504 team should 



 

     

 

student to receive special education services under the IDEA, the student’s educational performance must 
be adversely affected by the disability and the child must be in need of special education services (i.e. 
specially designed instruction). Section 504 is not limited to specific disability categories and does not 
require evidence that the disability adversely affects the student’s educational performance. Students who 
are found not to be eligible for services under the IDEA may be eligible for accommodations under Section 
504. 

While students who are eligible under IDEA are also often considered to be students with disabilities 
protected from discrimination under Section 504, all accommodations for the student’s disability are made 
through the IDEA process. Students who qualify for special education programs and services with a 
disability listed in the IDEA have their educational plan written in an IEP. That is, a student should not have 
an Individualized Education Program or “IEP” under the IDEA and also a 504 Plan. Moreover, the Section 
504 plan usually outlines the accommodations and services thatĀt٧瀀Ā  under




